Why Clergy Should Care About the Life Issue:
Women in Church are Hurting

The numbers are in and show incredibly important and significant opportunities for our
churches to help women who have had an abortion.

The first thing that we will want to do as pastors and ministry partners is to deliberately
work to make the church a safe place for women who find themselves in an unplanned or
unwanted pregnancy. Here are some key numbers...
e 4 out of 10 women who had an abortion were attending church at least once a
month.
e Only 7 percent of women considering an abortion talked with anyone at
church.
e Two-thirds (63%) say church members judge single women who are pregnant.
e Only 38% of women considering an abortion consider their church a safe
place to discuss pregnancy options including parenting, abortion, and
adoption.

The second thing will be to help these women walk in forgiveness and freedom. Here are
some more numbers to think about...
e About 20% of the women in your church service this week have had an
abortion.
e 50% of those who have had an abortion have had more than one.
e 52% of regular church attenders still haven’t told anyone at their church about
their abortion.

So, what should we be doing? How can we change these numbers?

e Preach about life...that it begins at fertilization, and it must be protected.

e Talk about forgiveness for women who have had an abortion. Provide a time
and place for women to receive help and forgiveness.

e Develop a group of loving people who are prepared to talk about options
during an unplanned pregnancy and remind your church that you are ready to
help.

e Let women in your church know that you will be there for them during and
beyond an unplanned pregnancy with support and help meeting practical
needs (baby food, diapers, clothing, etc.).

Being prolife is more than standing against abortion. Being prolife is standing with women
when they are frightened, hurting, and hopeless. It's time to change the numbers!

These statistics from a survey conducted by LifeWay Research in 2015.
Source: from Right to Life of Michigan email



https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Help-for-the-Hurting.html?soid=1102673188796&aid=d9-QXwUtDhs

